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BIOGRAPHY

Drake Witham says, “Don’t quit your day job. Get
fired.” 1f ﬂn[}r he had followed his own advice when

he tollowed his dream of stand-up comedy, he
could’'ve collected unemployment for a couple of
months.

Had he stayed on as reporter, his dead-on
impressions of his editors or his sharp tongue
pl"{'}hﬂ.hl‘}’ \rVﬂUI(‘]'VC gﬂt I'lilTI can ncd 500N cnnugh.

“Once I heard a boss say, 'I'm just thinking out loud’
and [ said ‘that’s called ta”{ing.' I'm pretty sure he
wanted to bire me...out loud.”

But Witham left on his own terms pursuing comedy
in LA.

“Which means I became a temp. There's nothing more empowering than being paid to
NOT care.”

For one of the few times ever, this temp career was temporary. Within two years of
starting stand-up he won the prestigious Seattle International Comedy Competition.

The ability to point out the inane with the attitude that none of us have to put up with it
and a dead-pan delivery gets him work at clubs, corporate events, cruise ships, and
private parties across the country and around the world. Clubs owners love his smart,
clean material. Audiences love that he makes fun of himselt. Pointing to his head he asks
“does this strike anyone as a SUPERcut?”

The industry has taken notice. With only four years of leaving journalism behind Drake
has appeared regularly on television. You may have seen him on Comedy Central’s Live
at Gotham or on one ol his several appearances on the Late Late Show with Craig
Ferguson. He's also appeared on Byron Allen’s comedy.tv and has performed for the
troops in the Middle East and Europe. Witham's not planning on quitting comedy
anytime soon and at this rate he's not likely to get hired.

Visit Drake at www.comedynorth.com/witham.htm

22647 Ventura Blvd. #422 Woodland Hills, CA 91364 www.comedynorth.com
Phone: 818-347-5098 Fax 818-347-5099 email: info@comedynorth.com




DRAKE WITHAM

BROOK FOREST ENTERTAINMENT
22647 Ventura Blvd., #422

Woodland Hills, CA 91364

(818) 347-5098

Info@comedynorth.com

TELEVISION

Live at Gotham
Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson (Multiple Appearances)
Comedy.tv (Byron Allen’s Stand up Show)

FILM

Super Precinct Dir. Bryan Erwin
Stage Fright Dir. Richard Carlos
The Messenger Dir. Yadi Li
Recollection Dir. Pablo Torroella
Betore the Law Dir. Pablo Torroella
THEATER

Love Letters to Mary Jane Mackenzie Theater
Closer The Acting Center

The Deer Hunter The Acting Center
INTERNET

Late Night in the Afternoon

Super Natural Junkyard

A Psychic, a Skeptic and Dog Named Courage

Bumps in the Night

TRAINING

The Acting Center character and scene study
Groundlings improvisation
AWARDS

Winner of the Seattle International Comedy Competition

Finalist - Great American Comedy Festival honoring Johnny Carson

SKILLS

AFTRA/SAG

Height: 6’0

Weight: 150
E‘}TES: ] [H.Zt']
Hair: Brown

Comedy Central

CBS
Ent. Studios

Batman
Gabriel
Fred
Victor
Man

Instructor
Larry
Michael

Host
Investigator
Skeptic
Innkeeper

Los Angeles
Los Angeles

Stand—up C{Jmedy with perfurmances across the US and more than 20 countries including lraq.

Former news reporter. Team Jacob.



CREDITS
Comedy Central’s Live at Gotham

The Late Late Show with
Craig Ferguson

Byron Allen’s Comedy.TV

Winner Seattle International
COITIEE!}F Competition

Bob & Tom Show
Todd & Tyler Radio Empire
XM/Sirius radio

Two r:omedj.r tours 1n Irag

DRAKE WITHAM.
BECAUSE YOU WANT SOMEONE WHO WORKS.

CORPORATE
APPEARANCES

American Humane Society
Pepsi

Microsoft

The Dallas Morning News
Home Depot

Harley Davidson

Think or Swim~TDAmeritrade
Carnival Cruise Lines

Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines
Blinding Light Design

Stine Seed

DNA Studio

~Complete list available upon requesi-



“If you're looking for a fresh, new
approach to comedy, Drake
Witham just might be the answer.”

~CAMPUS ACTIVITIES
MAGAZINE

“Exactly what we needed. It was

hilarious, clean and he tailored his
act to our CrﬂWd."

~MICROSOFT

“Best Comedy Show I've ever
seen.

~HOME DEPOT

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING

“I hired Drake to entertain 60

foreign exchange students, who as it

turns out, didn't speak much

English but he had them howling for

the entire hour.”
~UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO
“Drake made a huge difference at

our winter auction. Great material
and he tied everything together and

kept everyone laughing throughout.

Not easy with our group.”
~DNA STUDIO
“Drake’s show was awesome!”

~STINE SEED




FROM THE COMEDY FRONT
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COMEDY JUST UNDER THE RADAR

It You Are Looking For A Fresh, New Approach To
Comedy, Drake Witham Just Might Be The Answer

= very comedian has bombed and near-
=ly all of them have been heckled.
e Drake Witham may be the only one
who was ever heckled by a bomb,

The terrifying experience took place
while Witham was doing his first come-
dy tour in Irag,

“Iwas just about to deliver a punch line when
an explosion in the distance shook the whole
stage,” Witham recalled. “T'm a pretty calm,
collected guy so I immediately ...panicked.
The cowd went aazy. They were complete-
ly used to the explosions but they loved
watching comedy boy flail around.”

It turns out that the explosion was just a
test being run on the base but the incident
was one of many highlights, including
performing in Saddam’s palaces, during
the ten-day tour through the war zone
with Comics on Duty.

“Regardless of how you feel about it, there
are guys putting their asses on the line,
scared, tired, angry and desperately in need
of a laugh,” Witham said. “Afterwards
they’d say things like ‘thanks, I haven't
laughed in six months."”

He counts the tour of Iraq as one of his most
rewarding experiences since leaving a
promising journalism career for comedy
four years ago.

Barely a year into his new career he won
the prestigious Seattle International
Comedy Competition, impressing Ron
Reid, who's been running the competition
for 15 of it's 26 years.

“We have talented, hilarious people enter
every year” Reid said. “So we were a liitle
surprised when this kid that no one had

heard of, came in and blew us away.”

The win hrm.tght Witham work in the coun-
try’s finest comedy clubs and attention from
television executives.

Now barely four years after covering mur-
ders and mayhem for the Dallas Morning
News, Witham is doing a little killing of his
own on national television. He makes his
television debut this month on Comedy

Central's landmark series “Live at

Gotham.”

“That was a thrill,” Witham said of the tap-
ing at the New York City dub. “The lights
are hot and [ was aware of all the cameras
but [ wasn't nervous at all. T felt very calm,
not like I'd made it yet but like T belong.”

The show, which has been drawing rave
reviews, is the comedy network’s first to
combine webcasting with television. Each
comedian was required to perform three
minutes of curment events material which
was broadcast on the comedy central web-
site the day after the taping. The rest of
Witham's performance will be televised on
August 25,

“The current events stuff was tough for
some comics in the audition but my report-
ing background helped me pick through the
news and find the funny,” Witham said.

Living in Los Angeles, Witham performs reg-
ularly at the Hollywood Improv, The Ice
House in Pasadena and the Comedy and
Magic Club in Hermosa Beach. These are the
dubs wherne established comics try their stuff
and Witham has performed with “Seinfeld’s”
Michael Richards, Sarah Silverman, Patton
Oswalt, Norm MacDonald and Gary
Shandling to name a few.

A graduate of the University of Washington,
where he also served as editor of the student
paper, Witham went into journalism, break-
ing stories, winning awards and trying to
figure out how to do what he wanted to do:
stand-up comedy. That meant giving up his
career and working as a temp for a couple of
years until comedy started paying the bills.

If he had a chance to do it all over
again, Witham would have spent
more time in college.

“Six years as it tums out, wasn't enough,”
Witham said. “Maybe I should have
squeezed in a few more of those dasses
where they teach you to make money and
smart career dedisions.”

Now he’s getting into the college market,
having performed at several California
schools, induding UCLA’s commencement.

“They love my temp material because the
job market is so uncertain when you first get
out of school,” he said.

For now, he's planning a September retum
to Iraq. He's ready for any sort of heckling,
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Ex-reporter finds success in comedy

Winner of 2003 Seattle International Comedy
Competition to perform at Schooners tonight

By DEDE READ
Bhowcasa Editor

Before Drake Witham became
o fulltime stend-up comedian
two years ago, he was a journal-
ist, whose job was no laughing
matier.

“l was working night cops
in Dallas fnrdlbol.:ltﬂlhm YUars,

murder mayhem,”
m during & recont
telephone interview from Dulles
airport in Washington, D.C.

He still writes on occasion for
the newspaper.

*“They called me last month and
they wanted me to do & story on
the HIV scare in the porn indus-
try” he said. “That was exciting, [
don't lonow anybody in that world.
You're just starting at zero and
you have to fgure out how to pul
together a story. So (hat was fan”

But he docsn't miss the may-
ham.

“[ don't miss going out to ear
accidents and going up Lo people's
doors and asking them for pie-
il.lmafflﬂn[ymamhrsl.h.t;ud
dind,” hﬂhpl.m.ud.']mpudl!.
that’ and was respoctful and
good stories out of i, but | don't
misa that part of the day”

Witham, who will parform to-
night at Schooners in Lancaster,
decided to give stand-up hiz full
attention twa years ago after par-
forming at his company Christ-
maa party.

They wanted me to do
aunﬁ-upmdhududupput&n-

be seid, “There were sbout 200

mﬂ!ml.hﬂmmundttm.t
&la&umrwhmdi
got a little upeet. I wasn't
hmngmmwmﬂhiuﬂ.il"l-_i‘lnl-.
I think it was just a little too se-
curate for hor”

It wasn't long before Witham
decided to pick up and move “out
to Los leg because that's
what you da, right? You go out
there, they put you on a show and
you make a baneh of money ...

O coursa, [ found out in the
Hlﬂmﬂ hours that's not how it

hmal-l.ﬁdhiﬂ.h[upun
milmg d:&ﬂmwlwh&nﬂnrl

Comedy Competition, talks about
family and about his experiences
on the job.

*1 grew up in a family with an
Irish-Cathohe mother and three
brothers,” he said. "There was al-
ways something going on”

Witham's mem did seme acting

Eot  when she was young. That's how

she mel his dad, who was a drama
professor.

*1 was always kind of campet-
ing in the kitehon with my mothar
for stage time” he rememborod.
“Tt was chaotic and it was fun. She
would do voices all the time, she's
a vory funny woman. | got a lob

from her."

ot & Hitle bit (of my comedic ahil-
ity} from bath of them.”

Witham also uses his Navy
BEAL brother in his act.

“T talk about him a Iot,” he said.
“We're brothers, but we're very

Fuy, a weightlifter. And I'm as thin
A58

While he wouldn't tumn down
TV or mavie gigs, Witham is fo-
cused on his stand-up act.

“Raght now I'm concentrating
ungulhngloﬂullmﬂiinm;luv
el,” he said. *You can make more
mﬂnafndwurkmmmﬂm
ly. I'm at a point where I'm book-
ing everything myself I ean get
a little mileage with the Seattle
cantest, but most of the winners of
that contest have become former
winners of that contest. There's no
guarantees or set paths. A lot of it
wmuug:.ﬂntutmhuﬁ-umt.-

"Thm are times that 1 look at
the money | wes making and the
debt I have now. I just wasn't hap-
p doing what I was doing. T think
a lot of (stand-up) is just hanging
on as long as you can and just get-

better”

ting bettar and

For resarvations or detsils
about Schooners Comody Might,
eall (661) 940-T0LE,

dederemdSrupress com

COMEDY NIGHT — Sland-up comedian Draka Witham is scheduled
\o parform lonight at Schooners in Lancastes. Witham wen the Seattie
Intemational Comedy Competiticn in 2003,
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FaclR Dl Drake Witham, an intern at the Post-Intelligencer in the mid-'90s, has

Music won the 24th annual Seattle International Comedy Competition.
Tickets: On Sale
Concerts/Comedy  Witham, currently a Los Angeles resident, won the top prize of $3,000 at

Clubs/Live Music " s
Seattie's Top 20 the final show of the monthlong competition Monday night at the

Loical Shatiane Muckleshoot Casino in Auburn. Known for his dry, somewhat sarcastic
Music Wire delivery, Witham focused on life as a temporary worker.
Books
::f:;;;:nf aie  Kevin Williams of Chicago won second place, followed by Patrick
Pecols Maliha of Vancouver, B.C., in third place, Paul Bae, also of Vancouver,
Visitors Guide in fourth place, and Tommy Savitt of L.A. in fifth place.
ASE Wire
:::z‘z‘;um Witham, the son of University of Washington drama professor Barry
Photos Witham, also worked at the Dallas Morning News and the Providence

Special Reports (R.I.) Journal and served as editor of the UW Daily. At the Dallas paper,
Witham entertained co-workers at a staff Christmas party by doing

COMMENTARY impressions of some of the editors.
Opinion
Columnists . - i .
Iaiiare As part of his winnings, Witham will appear at the Comedy Underground
David Horsey tomorrow through Saturday. Tickets, $6-$12, are available at
:‘“"d“ Spin Ticketmaster or through www.comedyunderground.com.
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Finding the
Funny

It's ane thing for a stand-up comedian w
bomb on stage. [t's quire another 1o hear
acnul bomls exploding while on stage
Dirake Witham {96} has experienced both

Witham, who camicd a B.A. from
the LW in commumicarion and palitical
science, was touring Imeg with Comics on
Duty—a group that sends comedians to
military bases to enterzain US. troops
whien a bomb exploded near the army
base where he was performing. Although
Witham was a bit shaken, he continued his
stand-up routine, eaming rousing applause
from the soldiers:

A few years earlier, reporting on the
troops would have seemed more 1ikely than
entertaining them.

1 always wanted 1o be & journalist,”
says Witham, son of Barry Witham, LW
peafessar of drama. When Drake arrived ar
the UW as a freshman, he joined the staff
of The Dadly, the UV student newspaper.
He later served as editor. 1 was at The Daily
all the time,” Witham recalls. 1 would
drop courses 1o spend more time there”

After graduating and completing
several newspaper intemships, including one
with the Seaztle Post-Intellipences, Witham
took o job at the Provdence Jowmal in
Rhode Island. That's when he firsc at-
rended open mic night at 3 club in Boston.
Watching other amatesms perform stand-up
comedy, he decided o give it a oy

“You see people just dving duting their
fve minutes on stage” recalls Witham.

“1 thought, ‘] can do that.” Most of it ks
having the guts to get up and (ail. Because
vou do fadl mast of the time."”

The first time Wetham got om scape, he
wais 8 bt B his success wis short -lived. The
next few timies, he srugpled w ger a response
from the andéience. "Ic's like the audience

can sense it when you're on stage for the
firsz time,” he says, “and they glve youa
free pass. Afrer that vou're on your own.”
After two years in Rhode Island and
numerous visits to open mic night in
Boston, Witham wook a job at the Dallas
Morning News, where he was assigned to
the night police bear. “[ spent two years
covering musder and mayhem,” Witham
recalls Y Any dme 1'd walk w somebody for
a stony, it wis the worst doy of thetr life. Lt
was the opposite of snd-up comedy.”
Although there was no place for
comedy in his newspaper reporting, the
Dialles Morming News did, in o sense, launch
Witham's comedy carecr. Colleagues at
the paper knew that he had some stand-up
experience and asked him 1o perform ur
an affice Christmas party. Wich abour
200 reporters, editors, and other stoff in
amendance, Witham spun jokes about the
paper and did impressions of the editores. ¥l
diel grear,” Witham recalls. “1 killed. Afrer
thar, | decided o plan my excape, | decided
that stand-up was wh | wanted 1o do.”
Witham moved to Los Angeles
immediately. He soon discovered that “a
few other people had the same jdea.” He
crawled his way up the comedy Indder,
raking obs thar still make him cringe.
P:lrtn':ll_!rh' memaonible was the glgina
lsundromat, where “there were 40 people
in the room, only half of them spoke
English, and no one wis Ingghing.™ Seill,

The beauty and chafieage of stand=up
comédy is that "even il you o the lime
mulerinl, the show s differert overy
fime" say% Drake Witham

-

Perspectives

Thinagh the grocp Comics on Duty, Drake Witham has made two trips to bag o perform for LS, troops.

says Withom, even awful jobs provide an

+ opportunity to perform. “There's anly one

wary to do comedy, and chat's to pracrice in
frone of people,” he says.

All that practice paid off. A yvear after
committing o & comedy career, Witham
competed in—and won—the Seantle
Comedy Competition in 2003, "] was s0
new ot the time that | didn'e really know
whar | was doing.” he admies. “In the fnals,
1 huaid e have 20 minutes of marerial. |
didn't have 20 minutes of materzal. | had to
fake my way through "

Even with that early success, Witham
says that only recently has he become com-
forrable enough 1o make eye contact with
audience members. *To look at somebody
while on stage, that was an uncomiorable
thing for me,” he says. “MNow that I'm
miote E:l.prrtrru.l:d. I'm able to treat it asa
conversation with multiple people.”

Witham's resume includes appearances
on Cornedy Cenmmal’s Live ag Gotham and
The Late Late Shote with Craig Ferpieson.,

Yer even now some perdoimances ane maore
successiu] than others, That, says 'Witham,
is thie beauty and challenge of stand-up.
“Even if you do the same material, the
show is different every time,” he siys.

Some shows in Irag have been really
different. Witham, whose brother was

i the malitary from 1991 theough 2002,
wasn't sure what to expect when he signed
an with Comics on Dury. Hlis furst Lrag erip
was o ten-day tour with five ather comies,
during which that bomb exploded nearby
while he was on stage. Undaunced, Witham
rejoined the comedy tour in 2006—one
month after getting married—and spent

a harrowing night in a Baghdad bunker
with LL5. soldiers after monar hir the army
base’s ammunitions supply just as a comedy
show ended. *'We grabbed our helmets and
headed for the bunkes,™ sys Witham. “The
ammunition continwed blowing up for
hours. | thought, "What am [ domg here ™

Witham towred with Comics on
Dury again this year bur skipped Baghdad,
much to his wife's relief. He visived bases
in Evrope and the Medirerranean instead.
And closer to home, he performed in the
Marthwest in Seprember, including a gig ar
the Bumbershoot Festival in Seantle.

For the UW alumnus, pedforming in
Seartle is always a trear. *] love it up here,”
hie saws. “The crowds are smaner. 11's here
that | won the comedy comperition when
| weaes 80 new 1o comedy. Seartle has been
good o me."
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‘ Omed Fox explains some comedians come into
the competition early in their career and
don't make it to the finals, but the San

Francisco Comedy Competition is still
proud of them, he said.

It’s better than

working the crowd

Previous experience in comedy is not
necessary to be a comedian, Schwartz, for
example, was a journalism major at Cal-
Poly in San Luis Obispo before he
changed his career to comedy, -
“I just, you know, did shows at the cam-
pus p:]xza piﬁue and jua:.l started lsving the
; comedy,” Schwartz said. “I couldn't seri-
at the Laul‘ldl‘()mat ously report the news. If I did, it would
- . have a funny twist to it, you know? If they
By Andrea Garcia had a rapping newscaster, then I'd do it.”
SRRYREFOMY A good portion of Schwartz’s material is
VACAVILLE — The slim, Jewish music-based, like rap, and combines world
comedian doesn't mind embracing his ev%ta into hie act, .
culture. In fact, he's made a rapping ubya is what they dubbed me, don't
remix of “Hava Nagila.” be a dummy; I'm bombing you for my gas,
© *P'm no stranger to bar mitzvahs. I 5° I can fill my Hummle,f' Schwartz
started as a dee jay and came up rapped from Los Angeles during a phone
with a lot of different remixes,” said interview. X
‘Eric Schwartz, first-place contestant __/\Pparently, journalism seems to be the
! in the San Francis. foundation of comedy for some. Drake
Witham, 31, who worked as a cops

Internati
EREVIEW gomﬂd_upl?;t;?;dﬂ; reporter for the Dallas Morning News,
~ The San Competition. gave up the beat for a laugh.
i “The chicken
Ffﬂlﬂ_?l}ﬂ dance drove me out -
International of my mind. So I did
Stand-l a little remix, took
p it to Jamaica and

1"., Grom R R R e
did the jerk chicken 41 people indry,

Comedy

ey, dANCE" i
Competition Schwartz, also
8pm.Oct4d  known as Smooth-E
Vacaville because Eric B
Peforming s Schwartz  doesn’t @
Theatre, 1010~ Sound  good ° in
UlgtisDive ~ “scratch,” he said, is
$20° one of 10 contest- |
suogry  onts who will be &
competing at the = =
= Vacaville Perform- 3 SRR i
ing Artsl Thegtre on Oct, 4 “They (the newspaper) had a Christ-

The event marks its 28th year in s

iy : . : party one year and asked me to do a
%edy mlghehhun, with artists Robin performance. I did impressions of the edi-
ams, Dana Carvey and Ellen py.g and people were like, ‘oh no, you're
Deoneres as alumni contenders.  going to get fired)” said Witham of his
uc“]lfjgh HOW we have alun::'m_un TV, start in comedy. Tt went over really well,
such as "P&ttﬂn Oswald on “Kings of although one editor did cry. The impres-

Queens,” Doug Stanhope, co-host of sion was a little too accurate.”
“The Man Show” on Comedy Central Finding his interest is making people
and Wanda Sykes of “Wanda at laugh, Witham quit the paper, packed his
Large,” said Jon Fox, promoter of the pags and moved to Los Angeles where he
San Francisco Iut.a:matlunal Standup became a “temp” worker to make ends

Comedy Competition. “Not all were meet.

winners . ., Wanda didn't make it to
the finals” “That’s how I earn money, much to my

rversions

INSIDE: Movies BE Calendur BE, BT

mother's delight,” Witham said in jest.
“T've done different things, like work in an
insurance office, filing — which I'm quite
good at, beauty products and customer
service, It's been good as far as getting
material for me.”

Witham is so diversified, he even per-
formed at a Laundromat in Los Angeles.

“There was no audience, maybe about
40 people doing laundry, half of which
spoke English,” Witham said. “The mic
was in front of the bathroom and you have
to book ahead to get some time. They do it
every week, it's comedy at a Laundromat.
I never went back.”

As for contestants, hundreds of video-
tapes and live auditions are dwindled
down to 30 competitors. They are then
divided into two groups of 15, which per-
form over a six-night period. Five of each
group are selected for the semi-finals to
create a group of 10 competitors perform-
ing a 10-minute set. This year, Jim Short,
comedian on Comedy Central and various
comedy clubs, will be hosting the event in
Vacaville,

Andrea Garcia can be reached at agar-
cia@datlyrepubic net.
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LAUGHTER

Kirkland comic
joins troupe
of comedians

fo entertain
troops in Iraq
M
> R

KIRELAND — Thank
you, thank you, ladies and
gentlemen. It's great to be
here tondght. And hey,
what a terrifie audirnce.

Terrific? Well, they are
noticeably dirty and tired
and every single one of
them is carrying a trench
Imife and an M-18. And
they are not smiling.
Webster's definition of
terrifle, (“edj. Lo exciting
fear or awe") seems prelty

apt.
So mabke them laugh.

week-long tour of entertain-
ing troops in Irag. Witham
and a troupe of other
standup comics went there
o8 part of the *“Comics on
Dooty™ Neither hi
nor his co es in the
Lour are top bananas — Wi
necded the money and the
experience and they needed
guys who would work

; Joaraed pando
Comedian Drake Witham recently returned from a weekiang gig eater-

" — but the trpops talning American troaps in lrag,

dl:!nﬂnanm Lo eare, i

“Ome sergennt Lold me his troops
cauld really use a laugh becanse they
lost two guys Friday. Thot gol my
altention.”

&o did a nnmber of other things,
including, one night, having his net
interrupted by explosions. The troopss,
whao are used to such things, knew the
explosions were fir awiy ond ignored
them, Witham knvew no such thing and
struggled Lo kwp his enmposure. He
declded he didn't like combat zones,

Reporter turns to standup

Witham has been dolng standup on
and ofl ever since he gradunted from
the University of Woashingten In 1060,
A Tormer reporter and editor on the
University Daily, he got jols with the
Frovidence Journal and then the
Dalins Morning News, While in Drallas,

he started entering apen mike come
dy compelitions. The paper held a
Christmas party. The organizers
asked Witham to do impressions of
same of the editors. He did and overy-
hody Innghed — everybody except the
editors, that is.

“When 1 iold them | was thinking
aboul going into standup Mull-time,
they didn't ry v talk me out af 1,”
Witham said.

Hn ever sinee, he has been doing
what beginning comedians do: work-
Ing gig after gig ot clubs around the
couniry and showing up at various
romedy festivals. AL one sech festi-
vall in Doston, Comics on Duty orga-
nizer Rick Davis asloed him if he
woutle like to tuur Irng, When
Witham’s girlfriend heard about it
she gald, *You said no, right?”

in the

midst of

Wrong, He said yes,
miueh 1o the consternatlon
of s family, whn offercd
him money Lo stay home.

“I felt it was my chance
to do something,” Witham
sald. *T have fiends over
there who keep getting
extended and extended,
Comedy gives peaple a
relense. And iF ever Lhere
were people who need a
little release, i's the guys
In Iraq.”

Bo over he wenl, He per-
Formed sl a different venoe
every duy, ovcasionally
bwo difTerent venues & diy,
Bometimes the shows wers
In makeshifl (heaters,
romelimes o tenl, somi-
times from the back of a
flathed Lruck,

Learning the laugh lines

He lparnod quickly what
miacke the troops laugh,
Part of his routines involve
hiz expericnces as a teefa-
Laler. The troops get no
booze, The closes! |hey
have s nonaleaholte beer,
which was the source of
one of Witham's nuast
surefice jokes: “Hey, it's
Friday night. Let's all go
grt bloated.™

Other jokes thal worked
woll involved Withani's
experiences as a bemp nd
part-timer al various crap
Johg, Crap jobs are some-
thing the troops know all
ton well, Witham sald.

Barly in the tour, some
of the ather romediang
iried Army jokes, which
wont over like lsud bal-
leons, Some (rbed combal
Jokea, which went over
oven worse, and a few
even tried hostage jokes,
which wenl over worsl of
all. Some things in lrag simply are not
funny, Witham =aid.

He traveled In Ireg with military
escons, all of whom were armed.
Witham was nol. He doean't know
how to shoot a gun and, yes, he
knows full well whal happens to
hostages. Fortumately, he wenl frum
American base lo Americian base,
which in itsell proved an eye opener,

*Whoen you are coming in on a heli-
copter und see how huge the bases
are, you reallze we are going o be
there a long tme,” Witham sald. “We
are building democmey one trailer
park al i time.”

Omn those bases, the troons’ worst
prelems are boredom and momnest o
ny, Witham Tound. They treag the
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